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Abstract:

After 1990, the transition from industrialized urban areas to towns and cities in searching
for new activities to replace the total or partial loss of industry meant both various economic and
social challenges for the Romanian urban environment. The study is focusing on understanding
the participation of social infrastructure as a support or, on the contrary, as a disadvantage in
the course of urban economic recovery and development in capitalism times for Romanian small
and medium-sized towns. The facilities in services as education, health, transport and housing
are taken into account in the present study relying on statistical data, next to documentation,
field research, local stakeholders’ consultation and decision-making tools. The case study towns
are from several regions of Romania with different industrial past in terms of emergence and
development of specializations in time, but all of them confronted nowadays with phenomena as
ageing population and emigration. Some perspectives for their possible growth and the impact of
already implemented programs are considered in the analysis.
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Rezumat:

Dupa 1990, tranzitia de la areale urbane industrializate la orase in cautarea de noi
activitati care sa inlocuiasca pierderea totala sau partiala a industriei a insemnat atat diverse
provocari economice, cat si sociale pentru mediul urban romdnesc. Studiul se concentreaza pe
intelegerea participarii infrastructurii sociale ca suport sau, dimpotriva, ca dezavantaj in cursul
redresarii si dezvoltarii economice urbane in vremurile capitalismului pentru orasele mici §i
mijlocii din Romdnia. Infrastructura din servicii precum educatia, sandtatea, transporturile §i
locuirea sunt luate in considerare in prezentul studiu, avand la baza date statistice, alaturi de
documentare, cercetari de teren, consultarea partilor interesate locale si instrumente de luare a



deciziilor. Orasele studii de caz sunt din mai multe regiuni ale Romdniei cu trecut industrial
diferit din punct de vedere al aparitiei si evolutiei specializarilor in timp, dar toate confruntandu-
se in prezent cu fenomene precum imbdtranirea populatiei si emigrarea. In analizd sunt avute in
vedere si cdteva perspective pentru posibila dezvoltare a acestor orase, precum si impactul unor

programe deja implementate.
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